BHOPAL, the capital city of Madhya Pradesh, is a floristically rich region having over 850 flowering plant species (Oommachan, 1977) About 10% of these plants are found to be poisonous by a survey carried out by Oommachan and Tripathi (1978). As a result of a recent survey by the present authors, it was revealed that over 25% of these poisonous plants are used for fertility control and as abortifacients by the local people. Certa in plants are used by them for criminal abortions and even for suicidal purposes. A good number of these plants are useful for safe termination of pregnancy. It, therefore, warrants detailed chemical and pharmacological study for extensive use of such plants in family planning programme.
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The study of plants for fertility control purpose is getting impetus in our country as they are orally used by female as anti-ovulatory, antizygotic, anti-implantation, or as early abortifacient Tewari et al (1979) , Chopra et al (1965) and Dastur (1970) also enlightened a number of Ayurvedic applications of poisonous and medicinal plants of India and its neighbourhood.
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The following is a list of certain significant plants with their local names and details of parts acting as abortifacients and for the purpose of fertility control: Most of these plants which are available in abundance in this region are extensively used in the countryside for safe abortions and even for criminal abortions. The less awakened villages are ignorant of the severe consequences of over doses of these poisonous plants, some of them cause severe dermatitis to susceptible individuals and are found harmful. Keeping in view of both harmful and useful characteristics of these plants, it is necessary that detailed researches in the fields of pharmacology and biochemistry should carried out, so that more information may be available to us so to educate the rural people regarding correct and specific application of these plants in family planning programme. In view of the population explosion facing the world, the knowledge of the safe uses of these indigenous plants can be of utmost utility to bring down the population growth and it can thereby prove to be a boon in the family planning programme.
